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As Jerry Traylor òwalkedó to the 

front of the recreation hall on 

the opening day of Camp RYLA, he 

defied what many thought he 

would have never been able to do: 

being able to walk. Instead of 

looking at this òhandicapó as an 

obstacle in life, Jerry took the 

initiative to ò make plans rather 

than excusesó and prove that 

anything is possible if one just 

put enough effort into it. Coming 

from humble beginnings, Jerry 

was never worried about what he 

lacked and used what he had to 

find a purpose in his life and live 

life to the fullest. Instead of 

letting ònegativity terminate his visionó, he did the antithesis, 

and took it as an opportunity to make a difference. While en-

during the tiring seven and a half months journeying across 

this nation, Jerry gained the support of his true òfriendsó and 

it is safe to say that his òvision was greater than his day-to -

day pain.ó In the end of his long trek, he not only proved others 

wrong but more importantly, found out who he was. Jerry now 

plays the role of a leader, inspiring people all across America to 

not let that burden and fear bind us to limitations.  

Yet, as the each of us sits and listens to these facilitators 

speak to us, the question that we now ask ourselves is what we 

can do in the future to define who we are and help others find 

their identity. If Jerry Traylor was able to do so much in his 

life, think about all the positive change each one of us can 

bring into this world. The take home lesson today is this: Do 

not let trepidation hinder your leadership abilities and ask 

yourself, òWho is in control of your leadership potential?ó 

By Andrew Hsu  

10:00 p.m .- After a wonderful meal, speech, and committee meeting, I re-

turn to base camp at Boyõs Seven. The fragrance of Old Spice ClassicÈ hangs 

in the air along with our drying flag. Life is goodé except I realized I forgot 

my bathing suit, contact case, and shaving cream. >_>  

10:55 - Snack fairy came and blessed us with two bags of cookies and 2 12 -

packs of lemonade. The snack fairyõs name is Taylor. 

11:30 - After some touch -ups on the awesome flag we hit the sacks with 

nightmares of the coming trial by the name of òCalisthenics.ó 

5:15 a.m. ( Sunday Morning) - Big Bad Billy Bob does not lie, he gets up at this 

time.  

5:45 - Having mastered the ancient art of shaving without cream, I am suc-

cessful in rendering my face smooth and free of stubble. (For those of you 

trying this at home, use LOTS of hot wateré or just use shaving cream =) 

CALISTHENICS  

Jaws set and muscles rippling, Boyõs Seven walked into the calisthenics arena 

to participate in - coordinated dancing. We watched in horror as those around 

us twisted their bodies to an incessant beat, some hiding their pain with 

smiles. Kyle could only describe the experience as òfabooó (whatever that 

means). In the end we got away, leaving behind bloodstains and our manly 

dignity. Looking forward to Monday! b(^,^)b  

BREAKFAST 

The best camp breakfast Iõve 

ever experienced (wall mounted 

hand sanitizers, too!). Boyõs 

Seven expresses their love for 

you, Kitchen Staff.  

CABIN ACTIVITIES  

We met our sister cabin, and we 

are happy weõre in their family, 

although Billy Bob says they 

canõt say the same about us. 

Breaks my heart, but we will 

think of something to make up 

for them cleaning our tables.  

ñTo be continuedéñ 

Camp RYLA Journal  

   (David Pollard is the dood who wrote this)  

Welcome to 

Mullet Country! 



Calisthenics, anyone?  
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How delicious!  

Cabin Yells  

 

CABIN NAMES 
Boys Cabin 1  Blood Brothers 

Boys Cabin 2  Goons  

Boys Cabin 3  90 Cent (Featuring Paul2) 

Boys Cabin 4  Champions 

Boys Cabin 5  Fave Five 

Boys Cabin 6  Team Man 

Boys Cabin 7  �1�N�E�L�H�A�����…�O 

Boys Cabin 8  CMB �ƒ Call Me Back 
 

Girls Cabin 1  Speed Sleds 

Girls Cabin 2  Deuces 

Girls Cabin 3  Crown Jewels 

Girls Cabin 4  Hubba Hubba Hula Girls 

Girls Cabin 5  Snort Squad 

Girls Cabin 6  XX6 

Girls Cabin 7  Kung Fu Panda 

 Last night, June 7, 2008, Camp RYLAõs first appearance to the new campers here had a profound speaker that touch everyone 

here at the camp.  Jerry Traylor gave a plethora of information not just talking about how we should lead or how a group shou ld follow 

you as a leader.  He taught us something even greater than leadershipébelieving in ourselves, to set our goals and to go through with our 

goals no matter who tries to break or drag us down.   In my cabin, we all realized that we were here not only to have fun but  also learn 

how to become leaders and also how to somehow make our lives better and more beneficial to us.  We all realized that it is up  to  us to 

make our own decisions, to believe in ourselves when no one else will, and to do whatever you want to do in life, whether peo ple disagree 

or not.    

           -By Xavier Garmon 

Jerry Traylor and Our Experience  


